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In 2003, the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) released nonregulatory
guidance that attempted to clarify requirements for the provision and payment of
services for students with disabilities who attend school outside the district in which they
reside.! However, the number of students enrolled in public schools of choice has
increased substantially since the guidance was released. Approximately 6,800 (8%)
students with disabilities attended public schools of choice outside of their resident district
in the 2023-24 school year.2

This document answers some of the most frequently asked questions about special
education services for students attending public schools of choice, including the roles
and responsibilities of a student’s resident district and their choice program when it
comes to special education planning, placement, service delivery, and funding.

Who is responsible for the provision of special education services for students who
attend school outside their resident local school district?

The school the eligible student attends is responsible for ensuring the appropriate special
education services are provided, whether these services are provided through the public
school of choice or the sending school district.34

Is the sending district or the public school of choice responsible for hosting the
planning and placement team (PPT) meeting for students identified as eligible for
special education services?

It depends on the type of public school of choice. In the case of interdistrict magnet
schools and state charter schools, the PPT meeting is held by the sending district, which
must invite representatives of the choice district to the PPT meeting.>¢ In the case of the
Open Choice program, statute does not clearly define which district holds the PPT
meeting,” but in practice it is the receiving district. In the case of local charter schools,
statute does not specifically assign a responsible party to hold the PPT meeting. The most
recent guidance from the CSDE states the sending district is responsible for holding the
PPT meeting in any charter school, although this guidance was released before any local
charter schools existed in Connecticut.8

! Connecticut State Department of Education. (2003). Students with Disabilities & Parental Choice in Connecticut.
Hartford, CT: Author. Retrieved from https://ctserc.org/documents/resources/ParentalChoice.pdf.

2 Connecticut State Department of Education. (n.d.). EdSight: Sfudents with Disabilities Attending Out of District
Schools/Programs. Hartford, CT: Author. Retrieved from https://public-edsight.ct.gov/students/primary-disability/outside-
of-district.

3 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 164, § 10-66ee.

4 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, §§ 10-264/, 10-266aa.

5 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 164, § 10-66ee.

6 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, § 10-264.

7 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, § 10-266aa.

8 Connecticut State Department of Education. (2003). Students with Disabilities & Parental Choice in Connecticut.
Hartford, CT: Author. Retfrieved from https://ctserc.org/documents/resources/ParentalChoice.pdf.



Is the sending district or the public school of choice responsible for paying for
special education services?

In general, a student’s resident school district is responsible for the majority of special
education expenses, but the details of this arrangement vary by school type:

For students with disabilities attending state charter schools, the sending district
must pay the difference between the “reasonable cost” of educating the student
and the weighted state per-student grant, which varies based on the student
need characteristics and demographics of the charter school district.? Section 5
of Public Act 25-67 clarifies that reasonable costs!®© are not presumed o be the
same as the actual cost incurred by the receiving school to provide special
education services.!

o This overturns the May 2024 declaratory ruling issued by the Connecticut
State Board of Education, which previously defined reasonable costs as
equal to the actual costs of providing special education services, including
administrative and planning costs.'2 The implications of the state law
overturning this ruling for the relevant local school districts remain to be
determined amidst ongoing legal disputes.

For students with disabilities attending interdistrict magnet schools, the sending
district must pay for the difference between the reasonable cost of educating the
student with disabilities and the total of the local tuition, state per-student grant
amount, and any federal or private funding sources.'3

For students with disabilities participating in the Open Choice program, the
sending district must pay for the difference between the reasonable cost of
educating the student and the state per-student grant, which can range from
$3.000-$8,000 depending on the percentage of students participating in the Open
Choice program the receiving district serves. !4

For students with disabilities attending local charter schools, the sending district
must pay the tuition amount agreed upon in the charter, including the reasonable
special education costs for eligible students.!s

Receiving schools and districts are also eligible for federal special education
funding.1¢17

? Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 164, § 10-66ee.

10 This definition of reasonable cost applies for public charter school districts, local charter schools, interdistrict magnet
schools, and schools participating in the Open Choice program.

1" Conn. Acts 25-67 § 5.

12 Connecticut State Board of Education. (2024, May 1). Brass City Charter School Declaratory Ruling. Hartford, CT:
Author. Retrieved from https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/board/boardmaterials050124/consideration_of_declaratory_
ruling_brass_city_charter_school.pdf.

13 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, § 10-264l.

14 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, § 10-266aa.

15 bid.

16 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 164, §§ 10-66ee, 10-74d.
17.Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, §§ 10-264l, 10-266aa.
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What complications can arise with the current arrangements for the provision of
special education services to students in public schools of choice?

Every student with disabilities is unique and has distinct educational needs. Services
provided to students with disabilities are delineated in each student’s individualized
education program (IEP), which is designed during the PPT meeting.'® Because the school
district that is responsible for hosting the PPT meeting is usually not the school or district
implementing the IEP, a number of complications can occur. The following scenarios are
intended to describe some common occurrences, but do not refer to any individual
district, student, or school. Additionally, the scenarios listed below do not encompass all
scenarios or all possible complications or challenges that could arise.

Scenario A: Open Choice

School District A is the receiving district for students from School District B through the
Open Choice program. School District A holds the PPT meeting but is not required under
Connecticut law to invite a representative from School District B. School District A has
been educating Alyssa since kindergarten and she is now in fourth grade. Through the
PPT meeting, School District A has determined it cannot provide the special education
services that Alyssa needs and decides to send Alyssa to an out-of-district special
education program in order to meet the requirements of her IEP. The cost of this program
is $85,000 per year. School District A sends School District B the bill for the private
outplacement, less the $3,000 per-student grant it receives from the State. School District
B must pay $82,000 per year for the remainder of Alyssa’s schooling, without ever having
been a part of the PPT process.

Scenario B: Interdistrict Magnet School

Jason is a resident student of School District C, but his parents have elected to enroll him
in Interdistrict Magnet School D. Jason has been a student at his magnet school since
prekindergarten and is now in the eighth grade. This means that each year, School District
C must hold a PPT meeting for Jason, and send a special education professional to the
meeting, even though School District C has never educated Jason and doesn’t know
him except through the PPT meetings. When preparing for Jason to enter high school,
there is a disagreement at his PPT meeting. The special education professional from
School District C believes Interdistrict Magnet School D is advocating for a higher level of
services than School District C would provide a similar student, and Jason’s mother feels
like School District C is trying to deny Jason services.

Scenario C: Charter School

Jaden is fransferring from his resident School District E to Charter School F as he enters the
sixth grade. When the classroom teacher at Charter School F advocates for increasing
Jaden’s level of services during his PPT meeting, School District E states it cannot afford
to provide those services at Charter School F and will instead itself implement Jaden's
program of special education with in-kind services. The in-kind services Jaden receives
from School District E are out of sync with the daily activities of Charter School F, which is
disruptive to Jaden’s school day.

18 Connecticut State Department of Education. (2003). Students with Disabilities & Parental Choice in Connecticut.
Hartford, CT: Author. Retrieved from https://ctserc.org/documents/resources/ParentalChoice.pdf.
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How did Public Act 25-67 change guidance surrounding special education
services in public schools of choice?

Section 5 of Public Act 25-6717 clarifies the previously existing Connecticut state statutes,
which had limited requirements on the provision of services and payment for students
with disabilities who attend school outside the district in which they reside. 202! The Act
prohibits a presumption that “reasonable costs” mean the actual costs incurred for
providing special education and related services to a student in accordance with their
IEP and clarifies the situations where the definition applies.

What measures are in place to allow for oversight of special education programs
in public schools of choice?

Under Public Act 25-67, sending districts will be required to report to the CSDE each
student outplaced to both public and private providers for special education services.
Reports must include which program type the student is placed in, the services being
provided, and the amount being paid for such services by the sending district. For
Regional Educational Service Centers (RESCs) specifically, the CSDE will annually
conduct audits of randomly selected special education programs and provide a model
contract for special education outplacements from local public school districts to RESCs.

How much can public schools of choice charge sending districts for special
education services?

Under Public Act 25-67, the CSDE and the Office of Policy and Management will establish
a rate schedule for the costs of providing special education and related services.
Beginning July 1, 2028, the amounts public schools of choice charge to sending districts
must follow this rate schedule. Along with this rate schedule, the CSDE will also provide
standards for billing that describe how operational expenses should be attributed to
individual student services.

19 For more information on the impacts of Public Act 25-67, please see our in-depth analysis of the Act at
https://files.schoolstatefinance.org/hubfs/Reports/2025-06-11%20HB%205001%20Analysis.pdf.

20 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 164, §§ 10-66ee, 10-74d.

21 Conn. Gen. Statutes ch. 172, §§ 10-264l, 10-266aa.
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