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Multilingual Learner Student Performance

The academic achievement of mullilingual learnersA in Connecticut is assessed in
multiple forms throughout their school experience. While a deeper analysis must be
conducted in order to have a fuller picture of multiingual learner achievement, data
analyzed for this overview shows a large gap exists between achievement levels for
multilingual learners and their non-multilingual learner peers on statewide assessments.

Historically, Connecticut’'s multiingual learner students have underperformed on
statewide assessments compared to their non-multiingual learner peers, and have
routinely fallen short of meeting or exceeding proficiency standards. Currently, only 15
percent of mullilingual learner students in Connecticut are meeting or exceeding
proficiency based on assessments such as the Language Assessment Scale (LAS) Links,
which assesses a multilingual learner’s English Language Proficiency (ELP).!

While there has been a steady increase in the number of multiingual learners in
Connecticut graduating high school,?2 given the available performance and
achievement data, it is not clear if the State is actually preparing these graduates with
the necessary knowledge and skills to prepare them for life, college, and career post-
graduation. Given the disparities in achievement between multilingual learners and non-
multilingual learners, and the general trends of multiingual learner performance and
achievement, a closer look at what resources may be needed in order to bridge the gap
in achievement is needed.

Assessments and Achievements

In Connecticut there are various means used to assess achievement and growth in
learning for multiingual learner students. Currently, multiingual learners in Connecticut
are assessed using a number of different tests and methods, including:

LAS Links

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Assessment
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

The table on the following page summarizes these assessments, how they are measured,
and recent multilingual learner student performance on each one.

A Multilingual learners are also commonly referred to as English Learners or English Language Learners.



Connecticut Assessments for Multilingual Learners and Recent Performance
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